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The Fourth Sunday of Advent
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The Lord Is Nigh
Let the people offer prayer upon entering their pews, kneeling or bowing down.

In the Lord’s Name we greet you, praying that the Holy Spirit would bless your hearing of God’s Word with a lively trust in Him who died and rose for you, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Use the time prior to the service for silent preparation for worship.

· Visitors, consider prayerfully Trinity’s Confession of the Lord’s Supper on the pink bulletin insert.

· See front inside cover of LSB for prayers before and after the service, and before and after receiving the Sacrament.

· For self-examination before the service, consider the Christian Questions, pages 329, 330 in LSB.

· Prepare for the Liturgy by marking the pages and the hymns, reviewing the order of Service, and praying the Collect for the Day.

Please leave a record of your visit either in our guest book near the main door or on the guest side of the pink slip in your service folder.

Service Notes

Advent is a season of hope; as waiting people we express in the propers our longing for God’s promised salvation. The season also has a penitential aspect, for the Church prepares for her Lord’s coming. To signify this, the Gloria in Excelsis is omitted and no flowers adorn the altar.

The coming of God in His unveiled power at Mt. Sinai terrified the people of Israel; sinners were put in fear of death (Deuteronomy 18:15–19). God, therefore, raised up a prophet like Moses, the Christ. God came to His people veiled in human flesh; He brought forth His Christ through the blessed Virgin Mary, the mother of the Lord (Luke 1:39–56). This Lord delivers us from fear and anxiety; in Him alone we have the peace of God that surpasses all understanding (Philippians 4:4–7).

Blue. This color for Advent symbolizes the Church’s anticipation and hope.

Language of the Faith

Magnificat is the song sung by Mary, as she carried the Christ in her womb, when she visited Elizabeth. It is usually sung at Vespers as the song of all faithful believers who have received God’s Word. The title Magnificat means “It [my soul] magnifies,” and is the first line of the canticle (brief song).

Divine Service, Setting Three

LSB, page 184
Confession and Absolution

Hymn of Invocation


Advent calls us to prepare with repentance as we await the appearance of the Lord.


LSB 343, “Prepare the Royal Highway”

Service of the Word

Introit, Isaiah 45

The antiphon of the Introit is Isaiah’s great Advent cry. The Psalm is 19, one of the Advent Psalms. 

Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain down righteousness; let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may bear fruit; let the earth cause them both to sprout. The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims His handiwork. Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. In them He has set a tent for the sun, which comes out like a Bridegroom leaving His chamber, and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy. Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the ends of them, and there is nothing hidden from its heat.

Kyrie
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Salutation & Collect 


page 189

The Church prays for our Lord’s grace to overcome our sin so that His will might be accomplished in our lives.

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come and help by Your might, that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Old Testament Reading, Deuteronomy 18:15–19

The Lord promises that a series of prophets He will raise up; the final prophet will not be like any other. For He will be the Lord’s Son, the prophetic Word made flesh.

15“The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your brothers—it is to Him you shall listen— 16just as you desired of the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the Lord my God or see this great fire any more, lest I die.’ 17And the Lord said to me, ‘They are right in what they have spoken. 18I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will put My words in His mouth, and He shall speak to them all that I command Him. 19And whoever will not listen to My words that He shall speak in My name, I Myself will require it of Him.’” 

The Gradual, Psalm 145

In the Gradual the Church rejoices that the Lord is nigh to all who call on God.

The Lord is near to all who call on Him, to all who call on Him in truth. My mouth will speak the praise of the Lord, and let all flesh bless His holy name forever and ever.

Epistle, Philippians 4:4-7

Readied for our Lord’s Appearance our hearts are full of joy, our lives reveal moderation and gentleness, our mouths filled with prayer and thanksgiving and our souls possessed by the peace of God.

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your forbearance be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

Alleluia and Verse, Psalm 40

This verse expresses the Church’s desire for the swift Advent of her Savior.

You are my help and my deliverer; do not delay, O my God!

Gospel, Luke 1:39-56


The Word of the Lord has great power:  the baby leaps when the word is heard, Elizabeth sings because of the blessings from God, and Mary glorifies Him for His mercy.

39In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, 40and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.”

46And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48for He has looked on the humble estate of His servant. For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 49for He who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is His name. 50And His mercy is for those who fear Him from generation to generation. 51He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 52He has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble estate; 53He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent empty away. 54He has helped His servant Israel, in remembrance of His mercy, 55as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to His offspring forever.”

56And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her home. 


(ESV)
Nicene Creed
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Hymn of the Day

The Church, using different name of the Lord from the Old Testament, implores her Lord to come for our salvation.


LSB 357, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
The Sermon

Offertory
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Offering

The Prayer of the Church

P
O Lord, come down from heaven,

C
and reign among us with Your salvation.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface
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The Advent Preface


The Church confesses that she lives the life of repentance – faith – as she prepares for her Lord’s coming in Word and Sacrament.

. . .Whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory . . .

Sanctus
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Lord’s Prayer
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Words of Our Lord
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Pax Domini
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Agnus Dei
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Distribution
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Distribution Hymns


At the first Advent He came to bear sin in His body. At His return He will come to gather those who eagerly await Him; so the Church’s prayer for her Lord to return is bold, for He alone brings enduring comfort.

LSB 355, “O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide”
LSB 346, “When All the World Was Cursed”

Nunc Dimittis
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Thanksgiving
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Salutation & Benedicamus
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Benediction
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God’s Stewards. What is the Lord’s economy? Not everyone is empowered to do all things. Many are not even permitted to do what they would prefer. But each one is able to do what he can. And when this is the case, the Lord has work for everyone in generation after generation; the Spirit of God, according to His wisdom has distributed the gifts for those works in the Body of Christ, works that build up in love and encourage in hope and bring honor and glory to the Head of the Church, Christ our Lord.

Missions. Good news from Glenn and Susan Fluegge in Togo. How do we better train pastors for the African Lutheran churches in the 21st century? Glenn had the privilege of teaching Homiletics II (preaching); this course was designed to be the capstone course that sought to bring together all that the students had learned with regard to interpreting biblical texts and preaching their message to God's people. The students had only two tasks: Preach sermons and evaluate sermons. He could sense their inner turmoil as the texts worked their work on the students; and he empathized with them as they went through the struggle of every preacher-remain faithful to the text, preach Christ crucified, and apply it to the parishioners. On the last day of class, he revealed the true goal of the class-to engage them in the 'tentatio of the preacher.' Tentatio is one of the keys to making a theologian—the 'tribulation' or 'fierce struggle' that a theologian goes through as he ministers. Effective, dynamic, and faithful preaching only comes about through such a tentatio. Their learning is not finished. The tentatio continues, yet two things are certain: They now see themselves as preachers and they will never see a biblical text in the same light again.

Christmas Poinsettias. Those who desire to decorate the altar at Christmas with poinsettias may make an offering to Trinity, noting on the offering or check’s memo line “Altar Guild-Poinsettias.”
Trinity’s Sunday School is collecting unwrapped toys or gift cards to be given to the Opportunity Center. Suggestions for gift cards are: Target, Safeway, Longs, & Wal-Mart.

Please bring these things to Trinity by today. Thank you.

Teri Sonksen, Dorothy Baker, & Pastor Crown invite you to gather with us for a Christmas Day potluck at 12:30 p.m. on Thursday, December 25, at Trinity. Ham will be provided, so all you need to bring is a dish of your choice. If you want to attend, please contact Teri by e-mail (t_sonksen@hotmail.com) or phone (650-579-7227), or Dorothy (650-593-5804) by today, with the following information: number of people who will attend; what you will bring (salad, or side dish, dessert, bread/rolls, or beverage). We look forward to seeing you there. Peace, Teri, Dorothy, & Pastor
Please donate. The homeless & low-income families need help getting through the cold & wet weather. Please donate items that will help (bring them to Trinity). Sleeping bags; winter jackets; hats, gloves & scarves; rain gear; gently used men’s jeans, sneakers & old towels. Also needed (for the holiday season) new, unwrapped toys & gift-wrap. Always needed: non-perishable foods & grocery store gift cards. Monetary donations go to PO Box 702, Palo Alto, CA 94302 with Opportunity Center of the Midpeninsula on the memo line or send your check to www.InnVision.org/donate.html 

Hotel de Zink. During January Trinity sponsors InnVision/Urban Ministry’s shelter for those who are homeless. Hotel de Zinc houses up to 15 people every night at Trinity. Please sign up to bring the necessary Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner to feed these people during their stay with us. Travel size Toiletries are also needed.
The Priesthood Hears





“Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly.”                        (Colossians 3:16)
The Fourth Sunday of Advent and the First Week of C1hristmas: 12/21–2/27

MATINS
VESPERS

Sun
Psalm 5
Isaiah 42:1-25
Psalm 145
Revelation 9:1-12

Mon
Psalm 21
Isaiah 43:1-24
Psalm 129
Revelation 9:13-10:11

Tue
Psalm 22
Isaiah 43:25—44:20
Psalm 130
Revelation 11:1-19

Wed
Psalm 23
Isaiah 44:21—45:25
Psalm 131
Revelation 12:1-17


   Daniel 10:1—12:13 & Isaiah 48:1-22

Thu
Psalm 24
Isaiah 49:1-18
Psalm 132
Matt 1:1-17

St. Stephen, Martyr 

Fri
Psalm 25
Acts 6:8-15; 7:54-60
Psalm 133
Matt 23:34-39
St. John, Apostle & Evangelist

Sat
Psalm 26
I John 1:1-10
Psalm 135
John 21:19-24
Announcements

December 21, 2008

Children’s Christmas Pageant at the 11a.m. Service of Prayer & Preaching

Altar Guild to set-up for Christmas services after 2nd service. 

Please lend a hand in any way you are able.

Sun
12/21
No LSF Bible Study; it will resume 1/5/09
Mon
12/22
7:30 p.m.
Adult Choir

Wed
12/24
No Bible Class; it will resume on January 7, 2009



9:00 p.m.
Service for The Eve of the Nativity of Our Lord





Isaiah 9:2-7, Titus 2:11-14, Luke 2:1-20
Thu
12/25
10:30 a.m.
Service for The Nativity of Our Lord





Exodus 40:17-21, 34-38, Titus 3:4-7, John 1:1-18



12:30 p.m.
Congregational Potluck Luncheon

Fri
12/26-31

Vicar Solum will be away

Sun
12/28
11:00 a.m.
1st Sunday after Christmas – one morning service only




Isaiah 11:1-5, Galatians 4:1-7; Luke 2:22-40

Wed
12/31
7:00 p.m.
Vespers for the Eve of the Name of Jesus





Isaiah 63:7-18, 1 Peter 1:22-25, Luke 13:1-10
Thu
1/1/09
11:00 a.m.
The Circumcision & Name of Jesus





Genesis 17:1-14, Galatians 3:23-29, Luke 2:21

Stewardship of the Word: Last Sunday: (8:15) 42, (11) 65; Wed. (Noon) 11, (7) 26,

 Bible Class: (Sun) 19; (Wed) 9



      
Stewardship figures  --  November YTD



Contributions
Expenses

Deficit

Interest Income


2007

$210,999

$232,123

$(22,024)
$21,432

2008

$197,463

$234,457

$(36,994)
$25,960

2009 Offering envelopes are in the Parish Hall
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